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Health and Safety Services  

 

 

Safety Note 36 

CLEANING UP BODILY FLUIDS 

 

 

This Safety Note summarises the minimum standards expected for the cleaning up of bodily fluidssards expected for
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¶ Thoroughly mop and wipe the area with disinfectant and dry 

 

If the spillage is on upholstered furniture, mattresses, fabric or carpet: 

¶ Use detergent  

¶ For carpet spillages, raise a Wren to engage Cleaning Services to clean carpets 

(chargeable service) 
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ANNEX A 

Laboratory biological spill instructions (up to Containment Level 2) 

 

Emergency spillage procedures should be indicated in activity risk assessments and documented in 

laboratory local rules. See Code of Practice 14 Part 1 Section 20. 

1. Leave the area and tell others to do the same 
2. Remove contaminated PPE 
3. Place warning signs/cones if necessary to warn others of hazard 
4. Wait a minimum of 30 minutes for aerosols to settle  
5. Put on disposable gloves, an apron, overshoes and eye protection  
6. Place mini booms around spillage to contain liquid. 
7. Alert other staff by placing cones at scene. 
8. Prepare a 1% Virkon solution (1% solution) 
9. Sprinkle Virkon powder directly onto the spillage and leave for 3 


