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1 INTRODUCTION

All drones (also known as unmanned aerial vehicles) have the potential to cause injury. The main
risks are hitting people, property or overhead cables, interfering with other aircraft, privacy
concerns, noise and general nuisance. There are strict and specific legal constraints as well as
health and safety issues to be considered whenever Schools/Functions or individuals wish to use
drones. The new technologies of semi-autonomous and swarm drones have the potential to
introduce additional hazard and risk control issues.

Technical Services (TS) provides a professional Drone Service. The TS Drones Service is governed
and managed in accordance with its own standards and rules, established by TS. Teams seeking to
use drones are encouraged to use this professional service where possible.

This Safety Code of Practice establishes requirements for all other use of drones, that is those
NOT under the control or supervision of the TS Drones service.

2 APPLICATION AND SCOPE

This Code of Practice applies to University work activities involving non-TS Drones Service drone
operations wherever they are carried out, including those carried out on campus, off-campus or
outside the UK. This Code applies to both indoor and outdoor use of drones; use for teaching,
research and commercial purposes including but not limited to photography, surveillance for
building maintenance and data acquisition; and it applies to hobby/recreational use. It does not
cover balloons, kites or human-carrying aircraft flights.

Relevant Other Safety Codes of Practice

Incident notification and investigation requirements established by Safety Code of Practise 09
apply to both TS-controlled and non TS-controlled drone operations.

Event notifications are required for all drone flights, including TS-piloted flights, conducted on
Whiteknights, Earley Gate, London Road or Greenland campuses (this will be addressed in the next
update of Safety Code of Practice 33 — Event Management).
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3 RESPONSIBILITIES

Heads of Schools and Functions are responsible for

I Establishing a School or Function policy on drone use, detailing at least if use of the TS
Drone Service is preferred, if use of commercial drone operators is allowed, if Open or
Specific Category Drone Use is allowed, and that Certified Category drone use is not
permitted by the University.

f  Seeking to use the Technical Services Drones Service if appropriate and available.
T E
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f  Ensure that alist of Drones owned by the University of Reading is sent to the Insurance
Officer annually or upon request.

Managers and Principal Investigators planning or agreeing to drone use as part of work or teaching
activities are responsible for

I Ensuring the drone use is permitted by the School or Function’s drone policy.

f Informing the Head of School or Function of the intention to use drones and supplying all
information needed to comply with this Safety Code of Practice, in advance of the drone
use.

I Informing flyers in control of devices that all drone use on Whiteknights, Earley Gate,
London Road and Greenlands Campuses must be notified in advance through the
University's Event Notification process.

Those selecting, purchasing or otherwise obtaining devices for use are responsible for

f  Ensuring the device is permitted by the School or Function’s drone policy and is under
250g or otherwise an appropriate class of device for the Sub-Category (A1, A2 or A3), if
Open Flying is intended.

I Ensuring the device does not bring the drone use into the Certified Category (see CAP722,
Section 2.2.3 https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/CAP722%20Edition8(p).pdf).

f Ensuring the Head of School is explicitly informed if a device has an autonomous, swarm or
drop-load capability.

Those contracting commercial drone operators are responsible for
I Ensuring the drone use is permitted by the School or Function’s drone policy.

f  Obtaining details of the commercial drone operator’s current CAA operational
authorisation and public liability insurance and making those available to the Head of
School or Function and the local Health & Safety Committee.

f Informing flyers in control of devices that all drone use on Whiteknights, Earley Gate,
London Road and Greenlands Campuses must be notified in advance through the
University's Event Notification process.

Flyers or Pilots (staff or students), RUSU Student Societies, or any person using drones on campus
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The travel risk assessment should consider risks arising from travelling with, being found in
possession of or using a drone and appropriate measures carried out.

Flights by advanced devices

All flights by
0 autonomous drones (not under direct operator control) or
o0 drone swarms (multiple devices which co-ordinate movement and action) or
0 drop-load drones (which carry and release a payload)

are required to have permission in advance from Health & Safety Services.

5 DATA PROTECTION, PRIVACY & |
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